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been the weak point in all the earlier explorations of this part
of the world. Tasman had been given explicit orders to try to
find Cape Kccrwccr, which skipper Willcm Janszoon, of the
Dttyffen, had discovered thirty-eight years before, and then
solve the problem whether New Guinea and the Southern Con-
tinent were one and the same or separate units. The report of
dc Torres had never been published. Most likely it had never
yet been read. Tasman therefore had no definite data by which
he could let himself be guided. And in addition he was handi-
capped by a considerable amount of incorrect information
which had gradually been accumulated in Batavia.

Most of this had been gathered by two Dutch sailors, Jan
Carstcnszoon and Joostcn van Coolstecrdt. They had visited the
coast of Northern Australia in the year 1623 with two ships
called the P(ra and the Arnhcm. They had given the name of
Arnhcmsland to all that part of the Australian continent which
lay west of the Gulf of Carpentaria, but then they had returned
to Batavia with the startling news that the strait which was sup-
posed to separate New Guinea from the Great Southland had
run *' too dry to allow them to proceed any farther." What they
had probably meant was that they had been unable to find a
way through the maze of reels and small islands which make
this narrow passage so dangerous and so difficult to navigate.

Tasman may have come to the same conclusion, for when he
reached the point now known as Cape York he decided to go
southward and enter the Gulf of Carpentaria. He made a fairly
accurate map of this vast inland sea, and, once more following
the north coast of the Great Southland in a westerly direction,
he finally reached the Timor Sea. He then stuck closely to the
western coast of the mainland, until at last he reached the island
where Dirk Hartog in the year 1616 had hammered his tin plate
to his wooden stake, claiming all the territory for the Republic
of the Netherlands.

Tasman made careful soundings all along his route, and thus
gave us the first fairly reliable maps of Northern and Western